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THE PRINCIPAL 


: AGTS 


General Allembly 


OF THE | 
CHURCH 
K . & N D, 


Begun at Edinburgh, upon Thurſday the 22d Day of May 
1755, and concluded the 2d Day of June faid Year. 


th. 
The King's Commiſſion to Charles Lord 


Cathcart, produced and ordered to 
be recorded. by 


Edinburgh the 22d Day of May 1755, Sefl. 1ſt. > 


H E General Aſſembly of this National Church 
el logs being conveened and conſtituted, there was pro- 
2X, 22 duced to them by the Right Honourable Charles 
Lord Cathcart, the King's Commiſſion ſealed 
with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union, to be kept 
and uſed in Scotland, in Place of the great Seal of Scotland, mak- 
ing and conſtituting him his Majeſty's high Commiſſioner 
and Repreſentative in this Aſſembly; which being publicly 
read with all due Honour and Reſpect, was ordered to be re- 


corded in the Books of Aſſembly; the Tenor whereof follows, 
VIZ: . | | 


- GEORGIUS 


} 
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EORGIUS Dei gratia magnæ Britannia, Francis et 
Hiberniz Rex, fidei defenſor: Omnibus probis homi. 
nibus ad quos præſentes litere. notre pervencrint ſalutem. 
Quandoquidem nos cpnfiderantes, quod generalis ccclcliz ſcotiz 
conventus, in vigeſimum ſecundum diem maii proxime ſequentis 
convenire, ordinatus fuit : Noſq. etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam 
neceſſarium eſſe judicantes, in commodum dictæ ecelctiz, ut 
idem generalis eccleſiæ conventus, die ſtatuto, debite obſcrve- 
tur; atq. rebus magni momenti nos alio vocantibus, dict. con- 
yentui perſonaliter intereſſe nequimus : noſque abunde ſatis- 
facti, de ſufficientia et fidelitate fideliflimi et dilectiſſimi noſtri 
conſanguinei, Ca ROLI domini CATHCART, quod ad ſum- 
mum munus poſtea mentionat. rite excercendum et obeundum, 
uſq. quaq. fit inſtructus et idoncus: Noveritis igitur nos nomi- 
naſſe, conſtituiſſe et ordinaſſe, ſicuti tenore præſentium no- 
minamus, conſtituimus et ordinamus, memora um CAROLUM 
dominum CAT H CAR, ſupremum noſtrum commiſſionarium, 
ad effectum poſtea mentionat. dando pariter et concedendo illi 

leniflimam noſtram poteſtatem, commiſſionem et warrantum, 
ſacram noſtram perſonamet authoritatem regalem repreſentandi, 
nec non præſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et locum noſtrum in 
ditto ſubſequenti generali conventu, tanquam commiſſionario 
noſtro, in hunc effectum ſpecialiter conſtitut. tenendi; omnia- 
que alia ad imperium et munus commiſſionarii pro generali ec- 


cleſiæ conventu peragendi, tam plene adeoque libere in quovis 


reſpectu, quam quilibet alius ejuſdem ſummi muneris fecerat, 
ſeu quovis tempore præterito facere potuerat, vel ac {i nos ipſi 
xerſonaliter præſentes facere potuerimus: Quæque oninia et 
Bogols ab antedicto CA ROLO domino CATHCART,” in hac 
noſtta eommiſſione proſequenda legitime fecerit, ſeu fieri 
ordinaverit, nos firmiter approbamus et habituri ſumus. 
Omnibus et ſingulis inſuper ante difte ecclcſiz et conventus, 
paſtoribus et Presbyteris, cæterisq. quibuscunque, infra illam 
partem magnæ Britanniz ſcotiam vocat. ſubditis noſtris cujuſ- 
cunque Gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut dictum CaRoLUM dominum 


CATHCART, tanquam ſupremum noſtrum commiſſionarium, 
quoad effectum et modum ſupramentionat.. revereantur, agnoſ- 


cant, et dicto ipſius audientes ſe przbcant, ſtricte mandamus et 
imperamus. Atq. hanc noſtram commiſſionem a dict. vigeſi- 
mo ſecundo die maii proxime ſequentis incipere, ac deinceps 
hac ſubſequente ſeſſione dict. generalis conventus in vigore 
continuare declaramus, vel uſque dum a nobis revocabitur et 
exonerabitur. In cujus rei teſtimonium, ſigillum noſtrum per 
unionls tractatum cuſtodiend. et in ſcotia vice et loco magni 
ſigilli ejuſdem utend. præſentibus appendi mandavimus. Apud 
aulam noſtram, apud St. James's primo die menſis Aprilis 

anno 


— re 4 


anno Domini milleſimo ſep:ingenteſimo quinquageſimo quinto, 
regnique noſtri anno vigeſimo octavo. 


Per ſignaturam Manu S. D. N. regis ſupraſeript. 


Sealed at Edinburgh this} { Written to the Seal, and 
fifteenth Day of May One regiſtrated the fourteenth 
thouſand ſeven hundred and > J Day of May One thouſand 
ffty-five Years. Signed Ar- | ſeven hundred and fifty-five, 
chibald Campbell,  } USigned John Rufſet Depute. 
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The King's moſt gracious LETTER 
to the General Afjembly, preſented to 
them by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


Edinburgh, May 22d 1755. Sefſ. 1. 


| Supra ſcribitur GEORGE R. 


IGHT Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet 
you Well, You have given ſuch ſignal Proofs 
in former Aſſemblies, of your Zeal for the Ad- 
vancement of True Religion, and we have had 
ſuch conſtant Experience of your Loyalty and 
Affection to Our Perſon and Government, as leave Us no Room 
to doubt, but that you are come together with, and will at 

all Times be governed by, the ſame good Principles and Diſ- 
poſitions. We therefore moſt willingly countenance this your 
Meeting with Our Royal Authority and Approbation; and 
aſſure you of Our unalterable Reſolution to protect the Church 
of Scotland, as by Law eſtabliſned, and to maintain it in the 
full Enjoyment of all its Rights and Privileges. pt 

The Satisfaction We have had in the Fidelity and Abilities 

of Our Right Truſty and Well-beloved Charles Lord Cathcart, 
and Our Dependence on his Diligence and Prudence in the 
Diſcharge of ſo important a "Truſt, have determined Us to 
make Choice of him to repreſent Our Perſon in this Aſſembly ; 
and We are perſuaded that his _— Attachment to Our ** 


6 Ads of the 


ſon and Service, and his zcalous Adherence to the Church of 
Scotland, cannot fail to render him acceptable to you. 

As the effectually promoting of true Piety and Virtue, is the 
principal View of your aſſembling at preſent, We have « firm 
Reliance, that nothing will be wanting on your Part that can 
contribute to ſo good and deſirable an End. And ſo We bid 
you heartily Farewell. 


Given at Our Court at S7. James's the firſt Day of A. 
pril One thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſive, in 
the twenty-cighth Year of Our Reign. 


By his Majeſty's Command. 
HOLDERNESSE. 
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III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 


Edinburgh May 24th 1755. Oeff. 3. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 
H E moſt gracious Letter with which your Ma- 
jeſty has been pleaſed to honour this Aſſem- 

240 bly, we received with that Joy and Thank- 

— fulneſs, which becomes Subjects happy in the 

repeated Inſtances of your Royal Favour. 

That your Majeſty condeſcends to expreſs 

ſuch favourable Sentiments concerning the Principles and Con- 
duct of former Aſſemblies, gives us the greateſt Satisfaction, 

and lays us under ſpecial Obligations, touſe our beſt Endeavours, 
for preſerving the ſame Place in your Majeſty's good Opinion. 

Tt is the Happineſs of our Situation, that a juſt Zeal for the 

Advancement of true Religion, muſt ever inſpire us with Loy- 

alty and Affection to your Royal Perſon and Government; to 

which, under Gop, wg ,owe the peaceful Enjoyment of true 

Religion, and all that & dear to us in this World as Men and 
Chriſtians ; and by theſe good Principles and Diſpoſitions we 
hope at all Times to be governed. 


- Your 


. BS > . —— — p ̃ ,, 


General Aſſembly 1755. 7 
Your Majeſty's continued Goodneſs in countenancing our 
Meetings with your Royal Authority and Approbation, and the 
renewed Aſſurance given us of your unalterable Reſolution to 
protect the Church of Scotland, as by Law eſtabliſhed, and 
maintain It inthe full Enjoyment of all its Rights and Privi- 
leges, cannot but affect our Hearts with the warmeſt and moſt 
lively Senſe of Gratitade, and confirm us in the moſt inviol- 
able Attachment to ſo gracious a Sovereign. 

The Confidence your Majeſty places in the zealous and af- 
fectionate Attachment of Lord Catheart to your ſacred Perſon 
and Government, the Proofs you have had of his Lordſhip's 
Abilities, Attention and Faithfulneſs in his former Services and 
Employments, the ſincere Regard he has always ſhown for 
true Religion, and his zealous Concern for the Conſtitution, 
Rights, and Privileges of this National Church, render the 
Choice your Majeſty has made of his Lordſhip to repreſent 
your Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly highly acceptable to us: 

Lord (C/a/hcart is a Nobleman ſo diſtinguiſhed by his perſonal 
Endowments, formed and improved by the great and virtuous 
Examples of his Anceſtors, who were honoured in Life, and 
whoſe Memory will be ever bleſſed, on Account of their Faith= 
fulneſs, Zeal and Bravery, in the Service of their Prince, and 
the Support and Maintenance of the Religion and Liberties of 
their Country; that your Majeſty's ſending him in the high 
Character of your Commiſſioner and Repreſentative, is a very 
particular Teſtimony of your Majeſty's paternal Care of us, 
and demands our moſt dutiful and grateful Acknowledge- 
ments. | 
We are ſenſible, that the promoting of true Piety and Vir- 
tue, is the valuable Deſign of our Meetings, the purſuing of 
which can alone render us worthy of your Majeſty's Counte- 
nance z and the Reliance you are graciouſly pleaſed to expreſs, 
that nothing ſhall be wanting on our Part that may contribute 
to ſo good and deſirable an End, muſt animate us to exert our 
ſelves with the greater Earneſtneſs to anſwer your Majeſty's 
Expectations. ; TEST | t + 

The renewing of your Royal Bounty, for the promoting of 
the Knowledge of true Religion in the Highlands and Iſlands 
of Scotland, we acknowledge with all Thanktfulnels, as a freſh 
Inſtance of your generous Concern for the greateſt Good of 
your Subjects; and we look upon ourſelves as under the ſtrong- 
eſt Ties, to employ it in ſuch a Manner as may beſt ſerve the 
Purpoſe of ſo pious and charitable a Donation. ©9908 
That the Gop of all Grace may multiply his beſt Bleſſings 
on your ſacred Head, may proſper all your great Deſigns 5 

VE / | | . ths 
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the Good of your People, and defeat all the Baterpiifes of 

our Enemies; that his watchful Providence may guard your 
Royal Perſon, and long preſerve your valuable Life, and may 
return you with Safety and Honour to your 5Bri77fb Domini. 
ons; that he may eminently bleſs their Royal Highneſſes, rhe 
Prince of Wales, the Princeſs Dowager of Males, the Duke, the 
Princeſſes, and all the Branches of your Royal Family; and 
that, after a long and happy Reign upon Earth, you may he 
highly exalted in the heavenly Kingdom; are the catneſt 
Prayers of, | | 5 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Your Majeſly's moſt faithful, moſt obediout, and 
moſs toyal Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this Nati. 
onal Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Edinburgh 24th Signed in our Name, in our Preſence, and 
May 1755. at our Appointment, by 
GEORGE REID Moderator, 


ITY * — = 
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Aci againſt Infidelity and Immoralit). 
Edinburgh May 28th 1755. Seff. 6. 


> HE General Aſſembly being filled with the deep- 
2 -q-z- eſt Concern, on Account of the Prevalence of In- 
fidelity and Immorality; the Principles whereof 
2325 have bcen, to the Diſgrace of our Age and Nati- 
on, ſo openly avowed in ſeveral Books publiſhed of late in this 
Country, and which are but too well known amongſt us; do 
therefore judge it proper and neceſſary for them at this Time, 
to expreſs the utmoſt Abhorrence of theſe impious and infidel 
Principles, which are ſubverſive of all Religion natural and te- 
vealed, and have ſuch pernicious Influence on Life and Morals. 
And they do earneſtly recommend it to all the Miniſters of this 
Church, to exerciſe the Vigilance, and to exert the Zeal, which 
becomes their Character, to preſerve thoſe under their Charge 
from the Contagion of theſe abominable Tenets, and to {tir 


up in them a ſolicitous Concern to guard againſt them, and a- 


gainft the Influence of thoſe who are infected with them. 


Com- 


General Aſſembly, 1755. 9 
Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Rul. 


ing Elders for diſcuſſing Affairs re- 
ferred to them. ; 


Edinburgh, May 31 ſt 1755, Sefſ. 9th. 


FE General Aſſembly conſidering that there are di- 
vers Affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby 
nominate, commiſſionate and appoint the Re- 
verend Mr. George Reid Miniſter at St. Evox, their 
Moderator, and from the Presbytery of Dunoon, Mr. Alex- 
ander Lamont at Ki tfinnan, Mr. Name nw, at St. Maghlaiſh 
Miniſters ; Mr. William Sands Bookſeller in Edinburgh, Rul- 
ing Elder : From the Presbytery of Kintyre, Mr. Fohn Mac- 
Viccar at Kildalfown, Mr. Ger/hom Stewart at Kilbride, Mi- 
niſters ; Mr. Alexander Mac Millan of Dunmore Writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of Inverary, 
Mr. Archibald Lambie at Kilmartine, Mr. Donald Campbell at 
Northknapadale, Miniſters ; Colin Campbell of Kirkbride, Eq; 
dne of the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, Rulin 
Elder: From the Burgh cf Dnverary, Mr. Jobn Campbell 
younger of Sfonefield, Advocate: From the Presbytery of Lorn, 
Mr. James Campbell at Mr. James Stewart at 
Kilbranden, Miniſters ; Colin Campbell of Carguhin, Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Mull, Mr. Archibald Mac- 
Taviſh at Toraſay, Mr. Alexander Mac Lean at Mini- 
ſters; Hector MacLean of Tor loiſb, Ruling Elder: From the 
Presbytery of Dunkeld, Mr. James Biſhop at Kinclaven, Mr. 
Patrick Meek at Monedie, Mr. Duncan MacCara at Fortin- 
- gale, Mr. Thomas Biſſet at Logierait, Miniſters ; his Grace 
James Duke of Athol, the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Broadalbine, Ruling Elders. From the Presbytery of Perth 
Mr. David Black at Perth, Mr. John Faichney at Colace, Mr, 
Jobn Glen at Forgandennie, Mr, Alexander Badenoch at Ft. 
Martins, Minifters ; the Honourable Mr. Robert Craigie of 
Glendoick, Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſſion, and Mr. 
John Belches of Innermay, Ruling Elders : From the Burgh of 
Perth, John Robertſon of Tullibelton, preſent Provoſt of Perth, 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Stirling, Mr. Daniel 
Mac Queen at Stirling, Mr. James Fordice at Alloa, Miniſters; 
the Right Honourable the Lord Juſtice Clerk, Ruling Elder: 
Fr 3 From 
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From the Burgh of Sirling, Robert Melvill Watchmaker in 
Stirling, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Auchterard. 
er, Mr. Alexander Murray at Fowtis, Mr. Robert Menzies at 
Camry, Mr. Thomas Stewart at Crief, Miniſters; Mr. Patrigg 


Campbell of Menxie, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 


Dumblane, Mr. Finlay Ferguſon at Baliobidder, Mr. George 
Anderſon at Tuliallan, Miniſters ; Sir James Living ſtan of 
Glentirran, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Dunferm- 
line, Mr. James Thomſon at Dunfermline, Mr. Thomas Fernis 
there, Mr. Robert Rolland at Culroſ;, Miniſters ; dir George 
Preſton of Valleyfield, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of In- 
nerkeithing, Mr. Alexander Wedderburn, Advocate: From the 
Presbytery of K:irkaldy, Mr. Matthew Mitchelat Auchterder . 
ran, Mr. Henry Moir at Auchtertooll, Mr. Neil Bethune at 
Kennoway, Miniſters ; Doctor [/hite of Bennochie, Ruling 
Elder: . rom the Burgh of Kirgaldy, Mr. Gillert Elliot of 
Lochgelly, Advocate: From the Burgh of Qyuſart, Mr. John 
Sinclair of Balgregie : From the Presbytery of Coupar, Mr. 
Jobn Ballingall at Coupar, Mr. Hugh Glaſs at Kettle, Mr. 
James Bruce at Dunbog, Mr. George Lyon at Strathmiglo, Mi. 
niſters ; he Right Honourable the Earl of . Leven and An- 
drew Ballingall, Ruling Elders : From the Presbytery of S.. 
Andrews, Mr. Alexander Walker at Kemback, Mr. Jobn Hill 
at H. Andrews, Mr. William Vilant at Kingsburns, Mr. Wil. 
liam Beat at Forgan, Miniſters; Doctor George Haddow Pro- 
feſſor of Hiſtory in the new College of St. Andrews, Doctor 
Jobn Scott of Cotts, Ruling Elders : From the Uuniverſity of 
St. Andrews, Mr. David Young Profeſſor of Philoſophy in the 
united Colleges of Sz. Salvator and St. Leonards in the ſaid 
Uuniverſity: From the Presbytery of Meigle, Mr. David 
Thomſon at Airlev, Mr. James Ogitvie at Eaſſie, Mr. John 
Halyburton at Kettins, Miniſters ; John Murray of Lintroſe, 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Forfar, Mr. Thomas 


Rai ber at Othlaw, Mr. Robert Trail at Reſcobie, Miniſters; 


James Carnegie of Finbaven, Ruling Elder: From the Preſ- 
bytery of Dundee, Mr. George Lyon at Long forgan, Mr. Da- 
vid Scott at Auchterhouſe, Mr. Gerſhome Carmichael at Dundee, 
Miniſters ; Mr. Thomas Boies Writer in Edinburgh, Ruling El- 
der: From the Presbytery of Aberbrothick, Mr. Robert Preſton 
at Arbirlott, Mr. Jobn Carnegie at Inverkeiſor, Miniſters ; 
the Honourable Mr. John Maul of Inverbeilor one of the 
Barons of Exchequer, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Brechine, Mr. George Blair at Edzell, Mr. George Ogilvie at 
Menmur, Mr. Wilkam Davidſon at Navar and Lethpot, Mi- 
niſters ; George Roſs late Provoſt of Montroſe, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Aberdeen, Mr. Patrick Black at Pe- 


fercoulter, Mr. Robert Pollock Profeſſor of Divinity in the 


Mariſhal] College of Aberdeen, Mr. George Abercrombie at 


Footdie, Mr. John Maxwell at Newmachar, Miniſters ; 5 
5 Right 
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Right Honourable Milliam Grant of Preſtongrauge, one of the 
Senators of the College of Juſtice, Mr. John French Advocate, 
Ruling Elders: From the City of Aberdeen, Mr. David Dal- 
rymple Advocate, Procurator for the Church; King's College, 


Mr. Jobn Leſlie Profeſſor of Greek therein ;Mariſhall College, 


Mr. Alexander Gerrard Profeſſor of Philoſophy therein: From 
the Presbytery of Kincardine-O-Neil. Mr. Robert Michie at 
Clunie, Mr. Murdoch MacLennan at Crathie,. Mr. William For- 
ſyth at Aboyn, Miniſters; Sir Arthur Forbes of Cratgievar, Ba- 
ronet, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Alford, Mr. 
James Lumſden of TowieMr. James Cordon atCabrach, Mr. Robert 
Lumſden at Auchindore, Miniſters : From thePresbytery of Ellon, 
Mr. Alexander HoweatTarves,Mr.William Paterſon atSlains, Mini- 


ſters; George Clark in Slains, Ruling Elder: From the Presby- 


tery of Garrioch, Mr. Robert Farquar at Garricch, Mr. G eorge 
Ogilvie at Premney, Mr. John Biſſet at Culſalmond, Miniſters ; 


The Right Honourable Hugh Dalrymple of Drumore, one of 


the Senators of the College of Juſtice, Ruling Elder: From 
the Burgh of Inverury, Mr. Thomas Dundaſe younger of Fn. 
gask: From the Presbytery of Fordice, Mr. Walter Morriſon 
at Deskfoord, Mr. George Grant at Rathven, Miniſters ; Mr. 
Robert Pringle of Edgefield, one of the Senators of the Col- 
lege of Juſtice, Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of Strath- 


bogie, Mr. Alexander Chalmers at Glaſs, Mr. Alexander Chal- 


mers at Cairne, Miniſters; Mr. Thomas Innes Writer in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Aberlour, Mr.. 
Hugh Grant at Knockando, Mr. Thomas Fohnſton at Bocharm, 
Miniſters ; Mr. Fobn Grant of Elchies, Advocate, Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Abernethy, Mr. George 
Grant at Kirkmichael, Mr. Patrick Grant at Duthill, Mi- 
niſters; Lauchlan Grant of Garterbeg Writer in Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Elgin, Mr. James 
Spence at Urquhart, Mr. Alexander Murray at Duffus, Mini- 
ſters ; Bailie Robert Grant Merchant in E/gin, Ruling Elder: 
From the Preſbytery of Forreſs, Mr. Alexander Roſe at Nairn, 
Mr. Thomas Gordon at Auldearn, Miniſters ; Mr. 

Reiſs of Brae, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Inverneſs, 


Mr. Murdo Mac Kenzie at Inverneſs, Mr. John Grant at Dores, 


Miniſters ; Baillie James Fraſer Merchant in Inverneſs, Ruling 
Elder: From the Presbytery of Tayne Mr. Gilbert Robertſon at 


Kincardine, Mr. Jobn Beton at Rojeheen, Miniſters ; Sir ohn 


Gordon of Invergordon, Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery of 
Dingwall, Mr. Patrick Grant at Urray, Mr. Adam Roſe at 
Dingwall, Miniſters; Albert Munro of Coull, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Abertarph, Mr. John Grant at Ur- 
qubart, Mr. William Grant at K:lmanivaig, Miniſters; Mr. 
Francis Grant Merchant in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of Skye, Mr. John MacPherſon at Slate, Mr. 
| & 
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Donald MacLeod at Diurniſh, Miniſters : From the Presbyte. 
ry of Lewis, Mr. John Clark at Stornavoy, Miniſter : From 
the Presbytery of Vit, Mr. Kenneth Mac Aulay at Harris, Mi— 
niſter: From the Presbytery of Garirloch, Mr. Fohn MacLean 
at Kintail, Mr. James Robertſon at Lochbroom, Miniſters ; John 
MacKenzie in Corelivie, Ruling Elder : From the Presbytery 
of Dornoch, Mr. Hugh Sutherland at Rogart, Mr. Martin Mac- 
Pherſon at Golſpie, Miniſters; Mr. Alexander Gray of Overkibo, 
RulingElder: FromtheBurgh of Darnoch, Fohn MoſmanMerchant 
in Edinburgh: From the Presbytery of Carthneſs, Mr. James 
Ferm at Wick, Mr. John Sutherland at HHalkirk, Miniſters ; Mr. 
William Halauell Preacher of the Goſpel, Ruling Elder: From 
the Presbytery of North Iles, Mr. Andrew Cowan at Weſtray, 
Mr. James Weir at Rouſay, Miniſters; rim Denniſon of Nolt- 
land, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Zettand, Mr. 
Thomas Millar at Lerwick, Mr. William Mitchel at Tingwal, 
Miniſters ; Sir Andrew Mitchell of Weſt Shore, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Mr. George Fordyce atCor- 
ſlorphine, Mr. Robert Hamilton Profeſſor of Divinity in the U- 
niverſity of Edinburgh, Mr. Gilbert Hamilton at Cramond, My, 
Wiltiam Bennet at Dudding ſton, Mr. Gecrge Kay and Mr. Hugh 
Blair at Edinburgh, Miniſters; the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Lauderdale, Sir Alexander Dick of Prieſiſield, Bailie 
Fames Stewart Merchant in Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : City 
of Edinburgh, George Drummond, Eq; preſent Lord Provoſt 
thereof, Thomas Clarkſon preſent Conveener of the Trades : 
Univerfity of Edinburgh, Dr. Patrick Cuming Profeſſor of 
Church Hiſtory therein: From the Presbytery of Linlithgou, 
Mr. Robert Dalgleiſb at Linlithzow, Mr. Patrick Bennet of 
Polmont, Mr. Henry Lundie at Abercorn, Mr. James Watſon at 
Torphichen, Miniſters; Mr. Patrick Haldane of Bearcrefts, 
Mr. Robert Ramſay of Blackeraig, Ruling Elders: Burgh of 
Queensferry Mr. Jom Dundas of Newhalls : From the Preſ- 
bytery of Biggar, Mr. David Blenſball at Lamington, Mr, John 
Fohnſton at Biggar, Miniſters; Mr. Robert Welſh of Mo 
Jennan, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Peebles, Mr. 
Thomas Findlater at Linton, Mr. Alexander Robertſon at Edle- 
ftoun, Miniſters ; Robert F:fher of Newhall Eſq; Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Datheith, Mr. George Shepherd at 
Newbottle, Mr. George Barclay at Ormiſton, Mr. ohn Bonner 
at Cockpen, Miniſters ; the Honourable Robert Dundas of Ar- 
mſton Eſq; his Majeſty's Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the 
Presbytery of Haddington, Mr. Archibald Blair at Garvet, 
Mr. John Hamilton at Bolton, Mr. Jobn Hume at Atbolſlon— 


ford, Miniſters; Mr. William Law of Etving/ſton Advocate, 


Ruling Elder: Burgh of Haddington, Mr. George Brown of 
Colfton : Burgh of Northberwick, Mr. John Dalrymple Advo- 
cate: From the Presbytery of Dunbar, Mr. William Orr at 
Spot, Mr. Matthew Reid at Pre/tonkirk, Miniſters ; Sir Hew 

Dalrymp4e 


General Aſembly, 1755. 13 


Dalrymple of Northberwick, Ruling Elder: Burgh of Dunbar, 
Mr. Alexander Home of Eccles, one of his Majeſty's Solicitors : 
From the Presbytery of Dunſe, Mr. William Home at Foggo, 
Mr. Adam Dickſon at Dunſe, Miniſters ; the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Marchmont, Ruling Elder: From the Preſ- 
bytery of Chirnjide, Mr. Patrick Hepburn at Ayton, Mr. James 
Allan at Eymouth, Mr. George Couples at Swinton; Miniſters ; 
Sir John Steuart of Allanbank, Ruling Elder: From the Preſ- 
bytery of Kelſo, Mr. George Reidpath at Stitebel, Mr. James 
Turnbull at Lintoun; Miniſters : Mr. Charles Binning of Pil- 
muir Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Fed-_ 
| burgh, Mr. William Sommervile at Hawick, Mr. Thomas 
Boſton at Oxnam; Mr. John Rogers at Hownam, Miniſters ; 
the moſt Honourable the Marquis of Lothian, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Eariſton, Mr. Francis Scott at Weſt- 
 ruther, Mr. William Gullon at Legerwood, Miniſters ; Mr. Ro- 
bert Kennedy of Auchtefardle, Ruling Elder: From the Preſ- 
bytery of Selkirk, Mr. James Brown at Melroſe, Mr. Robert 
Gillon at St. Boſwwells, Mininiſters; Mr. Andrew Pringle Ad- 
vocate, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Annan, Mr. 
John Lawrie at Middlebee, Mr. William Moncrief at Annan, 
Miniſters; Robert Dalrymple of Prieſtfide, Ruling Elder: 
From the Presbytery of Langhom, Mr. Robert Malcolm at Ews; 
Mr. David Balmain at Jeſterkirk, Miniſters ; Thomas Scott 
of Coums, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Lochmaben, 
Mr. William Young at Hutton, Mr. Edward MacWhinnie at 
Applegirth, Mr. Edward TFobnfton at Moffat, Miniſters ; Alex- 
anderOrr Writer to theSignet, Ruling Elder : From the Presby- 
tery of Penpont, Mr. Alexander Baine at Keir,Mr. Robert Hunter 
at Kirkconnel, Miniſters ; Baillie Thomas Gracie at Minniavie, 
Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Dumfries, Mr, George 
Duncan at Lochrutton, Mr. Thomas Hamilton at Holywood; Mr. 
Robert Mac Meorine at Kirkpatrick-Durham, Miniſters ; Jobn 
Goldie of Craigmuie, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of 
Kirkcudbright, Mr. William Jamieſon at Berrick, Mr. Robert 
Thomſon at Girton, Mr. William Mac Kie at Balmaclellan, Mi- 
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Stevenſton, Mr. James Leflicat Kilmarnock, Miniſters ; Mr. John 

Cunningham Preacher of the Goſpel, Ruling Elder: Burgh of 

Trvine, the Right Honourable the LordS ewa ton, Ruling Elder: 

From the Presbytery of Paiſley, Mr. Jobn Schaw at Greenocꝶ, 

Mr. James Lundie at Erskine, Mr. John Rae at Abbenppariſi, 
Miniſters; Mr. Archibald Campbell of Elder/lie, Ruling Elder; 
From the Presbytery of Hamiiton, Mr. William MacCulloch 
at Cambuſlang, Mr. John Pinkerton at Dalziel, Mr. James 
Baillie at Shotts, Miniſters ; Mr. James Cook in Green, Rul— 
ing Elder: From the Presbytery of Lanerh, Mr. William Ha. 
milton at Douglaſs, Mr. Hilliam Forreſter at Car/tairs, Mr. 
Nilliam Miller at Carmichaell, Miniſters: James I/hite of 
' Stockbridge, Ruling Elder: From the Presbytery of Glaſpore, 
Mr. William Leeſhman Profeſſor of Divinity in the College of 
Glaſgow, Mr. Colin Campbell at Eagleſham, Mr. James S$tod- 
dart at Kirkintulloch, Miniſters ; Archibald Ingram Merchant 
in Glaſgow, Ruling Elder: City of Glaſgow, Mr. John Bow- 
man preſent Dean of Guild in G/aſgow : Univerſity of G/a/- 
gow, Mr. George Muirhead Profeſſor of Humanity therein: 
From the Presbytery of Dumbarton, Mr. Alexander Mac Far. 
Jane at Arrochar, Mr. John Colquhoun at Badernock, Mr. James 
Gray at Strathblane, Miniſters; Sir James Colquhoun of Lu 
Ruling Elder: Burgh of Dumbarton, Mr. William Panto! 
Schoolmaſter of Dumbarton : With his Grace Archibald Duke 
of Argyle, the moſt Honourable 8 Marquiſs of Teedale, 
the Right Honourable Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto, Mr. John 
Sinclair of Murkle, two of the Senators of the College of 
Juſtice, and Sir John Clerk of Pennycook Baronet, one of the 
Barons of Exchequer, Ruling Elders: To be Commiſſioners 
of this General Aſſembly, to the Effects after mentioned, with 
| Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or their Quorum, which is 
hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
whereof 'I wenty-one are always to be Miniſters, to meet and 
conveen within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt 
Day after the Diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at Ten of the 
Clock in the Forenoon; and thereafter the ſecond Wedneſday 
of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November, and the firſt Jedneſ- 
day of March next to come, and oftner, when and where 
they ſhall think fit and convenient, with Power to the ſaid 
Commiſſioners to chuſe their own Moderator: And liked ays 
the General Aſſembly fully impowers their ſaid Commiſſion- 
ers, or their Quorum abovementioned, to cognoſce and finally 
determine, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter referred, 
or that ſhall be referred to them, by any Act or Order of this 
Aſſembly, and to do every thing contained in, and conform 
to, the Inſtructions given or to be given by this Aſſembly; and 
to advert to the Intereſt of the Church on every Occaſion, that 
the Church, and preſent Eſtabliſhment thereof do not ſuffer 
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or ſuſtain any Prejudice which they can prevent, as they will ” 


be anſwerable: Providing always, that this general Clauſe be 
not extended to particular Affairs, or Proceſſes before Synods 

or Presbyteries, that are not of univerſal Concern to, or In- 
fluence upon the whole Church. And it is hereby appointed 
that no private Proceſſes be determined, except at the four 
ſtated Diets; and what ſhall be determined at one Diet of the 
Commiſſion, with relation to private Cauſes, ſhall be unalter- 
able by any other Diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue 
in Force till diſapproven by the General Aſſembly. And the 
General Aſſembly renews the Inſtructions given by the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventeen, to their, Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand 
in full Force, as Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before- 
named, and to be obſerved by them in all Points, as if the 
ſame were ſpecially here inſert: And that they enquire into the 
publiſhing and ſpreading of Books and Pamphlets, tending to- 
wards the promoting of Opinions of whatever Kind, in- 
conſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith; and that the 
Recommenders of ſuch Books or Pamphlets, or the Er- 


rors therein contained, whether by Word, Writ, or Print, 


be called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer for the 


fame. And further, the ſaid Commiiſion is hereby im- 


powered to receive any References and Appeals that ſhall 
be made to them from Synods, in Matters of Doctrine, 
and ripen ſuch Affairs for the General Aſſembly; and to 


contribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of Vice and 


| Immorality, and give all needful Advice and Aſſiſtance to 
Synods and Presbyteries, upon Application to them for 
that End: Likeways to take care, that the Impreſſions of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith and Cate- 
chijms, and ſuch Books as are authoriſed by this Church, 
relating to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern= 
ment thereof, be correct; and give Directions about print- 
ing the ſame. And the ſaid Commiſſion are appointed and 


impowered to keep a Correſpondence with the Committee 


for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands for ſuppreſ- 
ſing Popery and Superſtition, and for promoting the Know- 
ledge of true Religion, and carrying on a Reformation in 
theſe Parts, and give Aſſiſtance and Concurrence therein; 
and, if Need be, to apply to the Government for a proper 
Remedy and ſpeedy Redreſs. And the ſaid Commiſſioners 
are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſcharged to meddle in 
any other Matters than what are committed and referred 


to them, as above-mentioned: And, in all their Actings, 


they are to proceed according to the Acts and Conſtitu- 


tion of this Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, 


or to the Prejudice of the ſame; declaring, that in * 
or 
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for all their Actings, they ſhall be accountable to, and cen. 
ſurable by the next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall ſe 
Cauſe: And this Commiſſion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiſſion be appointed; and Members are 
required to attend the Diets of the ſaid Commiſſion, and 
Abſents therefrom ordered to be noticed, according to the 
17th Act of the General Aſſembly, held in the Year One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix. And for the better ſecur- 
ing of a Quorum, and Attendance of Members on the Com- 
miſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh, or any other Presbytery within twelve Miles 
thereof, to meet any of the Days or Weeks appointed for 
the Meetings of this Commiſſion ; and fuch of the Members 
of theſe Presbyteries, as are on the Commiſſion, are re- 


uired all of them, to give Attendance on the Diets there= _ 


of; and the Presbytcries at a greater Diſtance, who have 
four or more Members on the Commiſſion, are to take care 
that at leaſt two of them attend each Dict of the fame. 
And the Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at their firſt 
Meeting to diſcuſs as many of the Cauſes and Queſtions, 
relative to the Settlement of vacant Churches, which are, 
or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, as they can 
' overtake. And it is further provided, that when any Preſ- 
bytery or Synod of this Church ſhall decline to com- 
ly with the Sentences of the Commiſſion, or to give the 
{ame a full Execution, in that Caſe, the Commiſſion is 
hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, by appointing any 
ſuch correſpondent Meetings, as has been ſometimes the 
Practice; but ſhall allow the ſame to lye over to the enſu- 
ing Aſſembly, to which ſuch Presbyteries or Synods ſhall 
be anſwerable for ſuch their Conduct, and are hereby ap- 
pointed to ſend up with their Commiſſioners their Reaſons 
for the ſame. And the Aſſembly doth further empower 
and direct the faid Commiſſion to make due Application 
to the King and Parliament for Redreſs of the Grievance 
of Patronage, in caſe a favourable Opportunity for fo do- 
ing ſhall occur, duriag the Subſiſtence of this Commiſſion. 
And the General Aſſembly do enjoin their Commiſſion, that 
in paſſing their Sentences, and in ordering the Execution 
of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th AR of the Al- 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Rull. 


ius Elders for Reformation of the 
Highland and Iſlands, and for ma- 


naging his Majeſty's Royal Bounty for 


that End. 


Glaſrow, Mr. John Goldie Principal of the College of Edin- 
burgh, Mr. Jom Lumſden Profeſſor of Divinity in the King's 
College of Aberdeen, Mr. Robert Pollocꝶ Profeſſor of Divinity 
in the Mariſhall College there, Mr. Andrew Shaw Profeſſor 
of Divinity in the new College of St. Andrews, Mr. Robert 
Hamilton Profeſſor of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, 
Mr. William Leeſhman Profeſſor of Divinity in the College of 
Glaſgow, Mr. Matthew Stewart Profeſſor of Mathematics in 
the College of Edinburgh, Mr. James Wetherſpoon at Zeſter 
one of his Majeſty's Chaplains, all the Miniſters, Members of 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh. Mr. James Lindſay at St. Ma- 
glaiſh, Mr. Archibald Lamie at Kilmartine, Mr. James Biſhop 
at Kinclaven, Mr. David Black at Perth, Mr. Daniel Mac- 
Queen at Stirling, Mr, Robert Menzies at Comrie, Mr. James 


Thomſon at Dumfermline, Mr. Neil Bethune at Kennoway, Mr. 


Hugh Glaſs at Kettle, Mr. Robert Trail at Reſcobie, Mr. Ger- 
ſom Carmichael at Dundee, Mr. Robert Preſton at Arbirlot, 
Mr. William Forſyth at Aboyn, Mr. James Gordon at Cabrach, 
Mr. John Biſfet at Culſalmond, Mr. George Grant at Rathven, 
Mr. George Grant at Kirkmichael Mr.-Patrick Grant at Du- 
thil. Mr. Fobn Grant at Dores, Mr. Gilbert Robert at Kin- 
cardine, Mr. Patrick Grant at Urray, Mr. William Grant at 
Kilmanivaig, Mr. James Robertſon at Lochbroom, Mr. Mar- 
tine MacPherſon at Goleſpie, Mr. Rog Sutherland at Halhirk, 
Mr. Thomas Miller at Lerwick, Mr. Robert Dalgleiſh at Lin- 
lithgow, Mr. John Johnſton at Biggar, Mr, George Shepherd 
zt Newbottle, Mr. Fobn Bonar Ly Cockpen, Mr. William Orr 
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at Spott, Mr. James Allan at Eyemouth, Mr. John Rogers at 
Hounam, Mr. James Broun at Melroſe, Mr. Robert Malcolm at 
Ews, Mr. Eiward Johnston at Moffat, Mr. Gecrge Duncan at 
Lochrutton, Mr. David Shaw at Coyltoun, Mr. John Shaw at 
Greenock, Mr. William MacCulloch at Cambuſlang, Mr, 
James Stoddart at Kirkintillich, Mr. ohn Colquhoun at Bald- 
dernoch. Mr. Patrick Bennet at Pelmont, Mr. Henry Lundie at 


 Abircern, Mr. Archibald Blair at Garwald, Mr. Thomas Ha- 


milton at Halywood, Mr. George Bannatyne at Craigie, Mr. 
Alexander Chalmers at Glaſs, Miniſters : his Grace James 
Duke of 4th9!, his Grace Archibald Duke of Arzyle, the moſt 
Honourable the Marquis of Tweedale, the moſt Honourable 
the Marquis of Lothian, the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Leven, the Right Honourable the Earl of. Marchmont, the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Dumfries, the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Broadalbine, the Right Honourable the 
Lord JSommervile, the Right Honourable Robert Craigie Lord 
Preſident of the Court of Seſſion, the Right Honourable 
Robert Dundaſs of Arniſton Eſq; his Majeſty's Advocate, Charles 
Erskine of Tinwald, Eſq; Lord Juſtice Clerk, Het Dalrymple 
of Drumore, Eſq; Alexander Fraſer of Strichen, Eſq; fohn 
Sinclair of Murkle, Eſq; Patrick Boyle of Shewalton, Eſq; 
Alexander Boſwel of Auchinleck, Eſq; Robert Pringle of Edge- 


field, Eſq; William Grant of Preſtongrange, Eſq; ſeven Se— 


nators of the College of Juſtice, Mr. Robert Dalrymple of 
Prieſtſide Writer to the Signet, George Drummond, Eſq; Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, Mr. Andrew Pringle Advocate, Mr, 
Gilbert Elliot of Lochgelly Advocate, Colin Campbell of Kil. 
bride, Eſq; one of the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Cuf- 
toms, Sir John Clark of Pennycooꝶ one of the Barons of Exche- 
quer, Alexander Mac Millan of Dunmore Writer to the Signet, 
Hector Mac Lean of Torlo:ſh, Mr. David Dalrymple Advocate 
Procurator for the Church, John Maul of Inverkeilor, Eſq; 
one of the Barons of Exchequer, Mr. Albert Munro of Coul, 
James White of Overſtockbridge, John Paton Bookſeller in E- 
dinburgh, Thomas Boies Writer there, Mr. James Smollet of 
Bonhill Advocate, Mr. Alexander Wedderburn Advocate, 
Lauchlan Grant of Gartenbeg Writer in Edinburgh, Sir John 
Gordon of Inverbeilor, Mr. Francis Grant Merchant in Edin- 
burgh, Bailie William Tod Merchant in Edinbnrgh, James 
Stewart Merchant, and one of the preſent Baillies of Edin- 
burgh, Mr. George Brown of Colltoun, Alexander Martin of 
Litthe Aires Doctor of Medicine, Mr. Patrick Haldane of 
Bearcrofts, Alexander Gray of Overskibo, Sir Alexander Dick 
of Prigſſſeld Mr. Allan NM hitefbord of Balochmile, Baillie 
Archibatd Ingram Merchant in Glaſgow, Mr. William Hala- 
well Preacher of the Goſpel, John Gowdie of Craigmule, 
Mr, John Leſlie Profeſſor of Greek in the Univerſity of _ 

cen 
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deen, Thomas Clarkſon Baxter in Edinburgh, and Deacon Con- 


veener of the Trades there, Ruling Elders : 'To be a Commit- 
tee of this Aſſembly, for Reformation of the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting the Knowledge of true Re- 


ligion, ſuppreſſing of Popery and Profaneneſs, and for mana- 


ging the Royal Bounty given for theſe Ends, according to, and 
in Terms of his Majeſty's Grant to this Aſſembly, and the 
ſixth Act of laſt Aſſembly, and whole Acts therein mentioned, 
and in Acts formerly made and referred to, in the Commiſlions 
granted to former Committees: Any five of the abovenamed 
Perſons are declared to be a Quorum, whereof three to be Mi- 
niſters : But it is hereby appointed, that, at the quarterly 
Meeting of the ſaid Committce, when the Scheme or Eſta- 
bliſhment of Miſſionaries, for the Year enſuing, ſhall be ap- 
proved and determined, nine Miniſters and five Ruling Elders 


at leaſt, ſhall be a Quorum; and the ſaid Committee are ap- 


pointed to have their Meetings at Edinburgb, in the Hall of 
the Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
the laſt Thur ſday of every Month, at Four of the Clock After- 
noon, and alſo the firſt lawful Day after the Adjournment of 
the four ſtated Diets of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 


bly, at Ten of the Clock Forenoon, except when it falls to 


be upon Friaay or Saturday, and then the Meeting is to be 
upon Monday next thereafter, at the ſaid Hour: With Power 
to the ſaid Committee to adjonrn themſelves to ſuch Times 
and Places as they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient; and 
they are to keep a Correſpondence with the Commiſſion of 
the General Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 


ſtian Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and take 


their Advice and Aſſiſtance, And the General Aſſembly do 
by theſe Preſents nominate and appoint the ſaid Mr. David 
Dalrymple Advocate, Procurator for the Church, to be Re- 
cciver of the foreſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay out the ſame 
as he ſhall be directed and ordered by the ſaid Committee; and 
according to their Rules. And the ſaid Committee are appoint- 
ted to examine the Accompts of the Diſtribution of the Royal 
| Bounty, and lay the ſame before the Lords Commiſſioners of 
his Majeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court 
of Exchequer, and to report their Diligence to the General 
Aſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable, And it is a- 
greed, that no Perſon once employed, and infert in the Scheme, 

ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that Year, but by the Quorum 
of at leaſt nine Miniſters and five Ruling Elders : And in caſe 
any Complaint fhall be made againſt any of them on the 
Scheme, it ſhall not be determined at the firſt ordinary Mect- 
ing that the ſame is offered, but ſhall lye on the Table till an- 


other Meeting; and, in the mean Time, the Perſon complain- 


ed of, and the Presbytery of the Bounds wherein he * 


— 


20 As of the 


ſhall be acquainted of ſuch Complaint, and theſe concerned 
be required to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt Account of 
the Matter againſt their next Mecting. And it is further ap. 

ointed, that, after the yearly Scheme of Miſſionaries on the 
Royal Bounty is ſettled, in Manner above directed, and No. 
tice thereof given by Letters to the Presbyteries concerned, 
ſuch Presbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid Committee their 
Anſwers to theſe Letters, at fartheſt, with their Commiſſion. 
ers to the General Aſſembly, if the ſame be not done ſooner ; 
and that the Committee, at their Meeting in May, in caſe 
they do not complete the next Year's Scheme themſelves, ſhall 
name a Sub-committee of their Number, for completing the 
fame, who are to lay their Draught thereof before a ſubſequent 


Meeting. 
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VII. 


AR appointing the next Diet of the 
. General Aſſembly. 


Edinburgh June 2d 1755. Sefſ. ult. 


HE next General Aſſembly of this National 
Church, is appointed to be held in this Place 
upon the third Thurſday of May next, being the 
twentieth Day of that Month, in the Year One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſix. 


Collected and extracted from the Records of the General Af 
ſembly, by, | 
GEORGE WISHART Cls. Eccl. Scot. 


een 
Edinburgh May 29th 175 4 


or. 


oN Report of the Committee for Over- 
Q Vogt 


< tures, the General Aſſembly tranſmits to the 
ſeveral Presbyteries, the Overtures formerly 
tranſmitted to them by the laſt and preceed- 


ing General Aſſemblies, and appoint that 


l I Y 3 
en 
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7 WW uch Presbyteries as have given no Opinion 


on theſe Overtures, do ſend up their Opini- 


ons to the next General Aſſembly; and that ſuch Presbyteries 
| : = as 


2 


General Aſſembly I'755. 21 


as have given their Opinions upon them formerly, do ſend up 
x new Extract of the ſame. 


The Overtures above referred to, are: 


I. Overture anent Proceſſes againſt Probationers, tranſmitted 
by the Aſſembly 1748. 

II. Overture anent licenſing Probationers, tranſmitted by the 
Aſſembly 1749, with an Amendment propoſed and tranſ- 
mitted by the Aſſembly 1750. 


III. Overture anent the Pſalmody, tranſmitted by the Aſſem- 
bly 1750. | 


IV. Overture anent the Effect of Diſſents, tranſmitted. by the 

Aſſembly 1752. RI 

V. Overture anent Presbyteries neglecting to ſend up their O- 
pinions on the Overtures tranſmitted to them by the Aſ- 
ſembly; — tranſmitted by the Aſſembly 1753. 


YI. Overture anent Miniſters ordained in England, or in fo- 


reign Parts, tranſmitted by the Aſſembly 1754. ER 

VII. Overture anent Members of inferior Courts judging in 

Cauſes appealed from them to the ſuperior Courts, tranſ- 
mitted by the Aſſembly 17 54. 


A 
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I, 4 E King's Commiſſion to Charles Lord CRIT, fro- 
duced and erdered to be recorded 3 
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ing his Majeſty's Royal Bounty for that End 17 
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Index o Abridgment 
OF THE 


Actings and Proceedings of the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly of the Church of 


Scotland, held in the Year 1755, 
which are not printed at full 
Length. 


F TE R Sermon by the Reverend Mr. Robert Hamil- 
ton, Profeſſor of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, 
| and Moderator of the laſt General Aﬀembly, the Mi- 
niſters and Ruling Elders, Members of this Aſſembly, did 
conveen in the Aſſembly Houſe, and the Reverend Mr. 
George Reid, Miniſter at Sf. Evox, being choſen Moderator, 
he, at the Aſſembly's Deſire, took the Chair. May 22d 
= | 2 
The King Commiſſion to Charles Lord Cathcart to repreſent 
his Majeſty's Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, read and re- 
corded. 16:4. 7 | 
The King's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſembly read and re- 
corded. Did. | | 
The Commiſſioner's Speech at opening this Aſſembly, and th 
| Moderator's Speech in Return thereto. Bid. | 


The Royal Warrant for 1000 J. granted this Year by his Ma- 


jeſty for Encouragement of itinerant Preachers and Cate- 
chiſts, for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, read and 
recorded. Bid. | 1 8 
A Committee named for anſwering the King's moſt gracious 
Letter. Bid. 7 at 
A Committee named for reviſing the Commiſſions to the 
Members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring Abſents from the Di- 
ets of Aſſembly, naming Miniſters to preach before his 


Grace the King's Commiſlioner, receiving in Lifts of Proba- 
tioners in the ſeveral Presbyteries, in order to be recorded, 


and of Students in Divinity at the ſeveral Univerſities, and 
report. Vid. | 
Committee for Overtures named. Mid. 
Committee for Bills, References and Appeals, named. Bid. 
A Diet ſpent in Prayer. May 23d Sep. 2. | 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King's Com- 
miſſioner. Vid. | 


The Act 7th of the Aſſembly 1718, for the better Diſpatch of 
"= the 
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the Buſineſs of Aſſembly, read, and the Obſervation thereof 
enjoined. Tb:d, 

The Draught of an Anſwer to the King's moſt gracious Let- 
ter to this Aſſembly brought in and approven, and his Grace 
the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's Requeſt, undertakes to 
tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. May 24th Se. 3. 

The Report of the Committee for reviſing Commiſſions brought 
in. The Commiſſions from the Burghs of Linlithgow and 
Selkirk rejected, and the Names of the Commiſſioners or- 
dered to be ſcored out of the Roll. Bid. | | 

A Committee of Perſons out of each Synod appointed to reviſe 

the Regiſter of the Actings and Proceedings of the Commiſ- 
ſion of the late General Aſſembly, audite the Procurator's 
and Agent's Accompts, conſider the State of the Church's 
public Money, and prepare Overtures about the ſame, a- 
greeable to the 7th Act of the Aſſembly 1712, and 8th Act 
of the Aſſembly 1719, and all Petitions and Claims for any 
Part of the ſaid Money, ordered to be laid before the ſaid 
Committee, and they appointed to prepare any Overtures 
or References made by the late Commiſſion to this Aſſem- 
bly. Bid. 

A Committee appointed to reviſe the Regiſter of the Commit- 
tee named by laſt Aſſembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty, for Reformation of the Highlands and lands. 
Bid. HE 

A Letter from the Presbytery of E/gn, craving that Mr. Francis 
Haſbane, itinerant Preacher in the Glen of Pluſcarden, may 

be continued there, read and remitted to the Committee to 
be named for managing the Royal Bounty this Year. Bid. 

Committee named to reviſe the Synod Books of Fife, Moray, 
Roſs, Glenelg, Lothian and Tweedale, Ibid. | 

The Synod Books of Argyle, Perth and Stirling, Angus and 
Aras Aberdeen, Sutherland and Caithneſs, Orknay, Merſe 
and Teviotdale, Dumfries, Galloway, Glaſgow and Air, and 

Presbytery Book of Zetland abſent, and reſolved that the 
Reaſons thereof be enquired into. Ibid. 

The Committee for Overtures appointed to receive in from the 
ſeveral Members, any Inſtructions given to them by their reſ- 
pective Synods or Presbyteries, claſs the Matters therein con- 
tained, and prepare Overtures thereupon to the Aſſembly. 
Vid. | 

A Reference from the Presbytery of Penpont for Advice how 
they are to behave with reſpect to a Slander raiſed againſt 

Mr. Robert Grier Miniſter at Duriſdeer, by one Elifabeth 
Cairns Indweller in Kirkcudbright, who alledges that Mr. 
Grier had been clandeſtinely and irregularly married to her, 
read, containing Mr. Grier's Application to the Presbytery 


to have the ſaid ſlanderous Report enquired into, and _ 
| dere 


dered by them, and his Denial of the Fact charged upon 
him, with the Proceedings had by the Presbytery therea- 


nent, and her Declinature of their Juriſdiction, together 


with Letters from Mr. Garth/hore Miniſter of Kir ꝶcuabrigbt 
to the Presbytery, bearing her being in Diſorder both of Bo- 
dy and Mind; and that in his Opinion, ſhe is not a proper 
Subject of Diſcipline: The ſaid Presbytery of Penpont ad- 
viſed to draw up a Narrative of the Whole Affair, to be read 
in the Pariſh Church of Duriſdeer, and if they ſee Cauſe, in 
other Churches in the Presbytery ; which Narrative ſhall 


bear, that the Presbytery find Reaſon upon the whole to 


look upon Mr. Grier as innocent, and upon the Report that 
has been ſpread to his Prejudice to be groundleſs, and that 
particular Notice be taken in the Narrative of the Circum- 
ſtance contained in Mr. Gart/hore's Letter of the ſaid Elizas 
beth Cairn's being diſordered. May 26th Se. 4. 

A Repreſentation by the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, crav- 
ing Advice with reſpect to the frequency and bad Effects of 
irregular Marriages. in their Bounds ; remitted to the ſaid 

| Synod, that they may lay a full Repreſentation and Queries 
before the Procurator for his Opinion thereon. Bid. 

A Sentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tweedale, reverſing 
a Judgment of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, ſuſtaining a 


Call by the Majority of the collective Body, in uſe to elect 


or preſent a Miniſter to the ſecond Miniſter's Charge in Suib- 
| Leith, to Mr. Alexander Stewart Probationer to ſupply the 
Vacancy in that Charge, reverſed ; the foreſaid Judgment 
ol the Presbytery of Edinburgh affirmed, and they appoint- 
ed to proceed in the Trials and Settlement of the ſaid Mr. 


Alexander Stewart, as ſecond Miniſter of South. Leith. 


May 27th, Sefſ. 5th. : 
Act againſt Idfidelity and Immorality. May 28th, Se. 6. 


A Committee named to conſider a Letter from the Presbytery 


of Fordice, anent the repairing a Meeting-houſe in the Exzie; 


and alſo to conſider the State of the Fund collected for the 


building of that Meeting-houſe. Eid. 
Reference to the Procurator for the Church to make Applica- 


cation to the Commiſſioners for managing the forfeited and 


annexed Eſtates, for having the Grievances under which the 


Miniſter of K/malie labours, by Want of a legal Glebe, re- 
moved. Bid. „ 8 
An Ovterture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling anent li- 
cenſing Probationers diſmiſſed, in reſpe& there is an Over- 
ture on the ſame Subject already under Conſideration of the 


ſeveral Presbyteries. Bid. 

Two Sentences of the Presbytery of K:rkcudbright, reſpecting 
the Settlement of the Pariſh of Carsfairn; the one finding, 
that the Right of ſettling the Pariſh was fallen into the 
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Hands of the Presbytery; and the other granting a Mode. 
ration ofa Call to Mr. Donaldſon alone, reverſed; and the 
faid Presbytery appointed to moderate in a Call to Mr. 
William Boyd Probationer alone to be Miniſter of the faid 
Pariſh ; and to proceed to his Settlement as Miniſter there, 
With all convenient Diſpatch, according to the Rules of the 
Church. Ibid. 
The Report of the "I ruſtees of the Fund for a Proviſion to 
Miniſters Widows, Sc. brought in, and ordered to lye on 
the Table till another Diet. id. | 2 
Reference to the Commiſſion to cognoſce and finally determine 
in any Reference or Appeal, that ſhall regularly be brought 
before them, relating to the Settlement of the Pariſh of 
Carsfairn. May 29th, Se}. 7. 
The Report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion Book brought 
in; and the following Affairs, depending before the laſt 
Commiſſion and not determined by them, are referred to the 
Commiſſion to be named by this Aſſembly, v:z.. An Over- 
ture anent the Execution of the Sentences of the ſupreme 
'Court.---To conſider what ſhall be the Effect of Informali- 
ties in Commiſſions to Members of Aﬀembly.--- An Over. 
ture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling, and Presbytery 
of Dunkeld, anent the Qualification of Elders Members of 
the Aſſembly.--An Overture anent reading the gth Act of 
Aſſembly 1722, and the 7th Act of Aſſembly 1725, on the 
Day of Election of Members of Aſſembly, and before the 
Election. An Overture from the Synod of Lothian and 
| Tweedale, ancnt planting vacant Pariſhes,---To conſider of 
proper Methods for having the Inconveniency ariſing from 
the Scarcity of Students having the Ii Language removed. 
---To call for the Report of a Committee named to draw 
Rules for regulating the Method of Procedure in Cauſes be- 
| Fore the General Afſembly.--- To Call for the Report of 
2 Committee named to confider the Power of Kirk Seſſions 
in managing the Poors Money.--- A Reference from the Sy- 
nod of Glaſgow and Air, anent the Seſſion of Cambuſlang. 
Appeals of Michael Bell, David Fohnſton, Fohn Mac- 
Taggart and his Spouſe, 7ohn Ferrier, Francis Riddell, 
Quintin Dick, and David Mac Murtrie. Tbid. | 
A Letter from the Synod of Argyle, with one from the Synod 
of Glenelg, anent the Method of trainging up Students hav- 
ing the 1-7 Language, is referred to the Commiſſion. 
n „n 
Reference to the Commiſſion to conſider a Repreſentation 
by the Presbytery of Forfar, concurred with by the Synod 
of Angus and Mearns, anent oppoſing any Proceſs that may 
be raiſed for annexing the Pariſhes of Iuverarity and Ken- 
netles, Ibid. 1 | | 


Reference 
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Reference to the Commiſſion to take in and ſettle the Ac- 
compts of the Procurator for the Church. Bid. 
The Commiſſion Book ordered to be atteſted, and the Com- 

miſſion thanked for their Faithfulneſs and Diligence in the 

Affairs committed to them. id. 

The Accompt of the Agent for the Church, with an 3 
of Stationary Wares furniſhed ſor the Uſe of the Church, 
with the Report of the Committee on the public Accompts 
| thereon, produced and ordered to lye on the Table vi, ano- 
ther Diet, Bid. | 

The Members from the ſeveral Synods appointed to meet a- 
mong themſelves, in order to bring in a Liſt of the Nomi- 
nators of the Crmoiſon; according to the 6th * of Aſ- 
ſembly 1705, Bid. 

The ſeveral Presbyterics appointed to ſend up their 3838 
to the next General Aſſembly, on the Overtures formerl 


tranſmitted to them; and ſuch Presbyteries as have already 


ſent up their Opinions on the ſaid Overtures, are ns to 
ſend up a new Extract of the fame. id. BE 

The Royal Warrant for 1000 J. ordered to be given to the 
Procurator, that he may receive Payment thereof, Bid. 

A Committee named to conſider a Repreſentation. from hs 
Presbytery of Dumfries, anent a Sum mortified for the 
Maintenance of a Schoolmaſter i in the Pariſh of Dunſeore. 
Did. 

A Call to Mr. Thomas Simſen, who was preſcrial by Mr. Ur- 
quhart of Meldrum, to be Miniſter of the Pariſh of Cromar- 
Zy rejected, and the Presbytery of Chanonry appointed to 
proceed to the Moderation of a Call at large, to one to be 
Miniſter of that Pariſh, according to the Rules of this 
Church. Bid. 

A Sentence of the Synod of Glaſgow and hi finding Willi- 
am Alexander Tenant in Michle-Dripps, and one of the El- 
ders of the Pariſh of Carmunoc, cenſurable, and orderin 
him to be rebuked at the Bar of the Synod, and the Sen- 

tence to be intimated from the Pulpit of Carmuneck, reverſed; 

the ſaid William Alexander reſtored to the Exerciſe of his 
Office, as an Elder in the ſaid Pariſh of Carmunecck, the Seſ- 
ſion of that Pariſh appointed immediately to receive him 
back; and this Sentence of the Aſſembly appointed to be 
intimated from the Pulpit of the Church of Carmunock the 
firſt Lord's Day after it ſhall be put into the Miniſter's Hands, 
bid. | 

A Committes a to conſider a Cant relating to the Settle- 
ment of the Pariſh of Paiſſy, May goth, Sef/. Stn. 

A Liſt of Members from the ſeveral Synods, brought in and 
appointed as a Committec, to name the Members of the 
Commiſion of this Aſſembly, and prepare Inſtructions to 
them. id. | 
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The Report of the Committee named to conſider the State of 
the Fund, collected for a Meeting- houſe in the Enzze brought 
in, and the Sum of 20 J. Ser]. ol the Intereſt of that Fund or- 

dered to be given to the Presbytery of Fordice, and by them 
applied for repairing a Houſe given by her Grace the Dut- 
cheſs of Cordon to the itinerant Preacher in the Enzie, and 
making the ſaid Houſe a comfortable Place for publick Wor- 

ſhip. 1:4. | 9 0 

Reference to the Commiſſion, to conſider the Repreſentation 
from the Presbytery of Dumfries, anent a Sum mortified for 
the Maintenance of a School-maſter in the Pariſh of Dun- 
ſcore. Bid. 

A Letter from the Presbytery of Lewis, craving, that itine- 
rant Preachers may be employed in their Bounds, referred 
to the Committee for managing the Royal Bounty this Year, 
Lid. | 2 | 

Petition of Mr. William Grant Miniſter of Kilmannivaig, com- 
plaining of ſeveral Grievances he labours under for want of 
Kirk, Manſe and Glebe, referred to the Commiſſion. 16:4, 

An Appeal by ſome Heretors and others of the Pariſh of Nigg, 
from a Sentence of the Synod of Moray, approving of the 
Conduct of the Preſbytery of Abernethy, and Correſpondents, 
in finding a Libel exhibited by them againſt Mr. Patrick 
Grant Miniſter at Dutbil, who is preſented to be Miniſter 
of the ſaid Pariſh of Nigg, accuſing him of Drunkenneſs, not 
relevant as laid, and remitting the fame to them, to be re- 

turned more formal, and duly circumſtantiated, brought in ; 
ſeverals of the Members of the Aſſembly, and others who 
were offered as Witneſſes for proving the ſaid Libel, and who 
were with Mr. Grant, or heard him preach at theT'ime libel- 
ed, called upon, who declared what they knew of the Matter; 
the ſaid Mr. Grant found fully exculpated of the Charge of 
Drunkenneis brought againſt him, the Libel found vexati- 
ous and groundleſs, and diſmiſſed ; the Presbytery of Tan 
appointed to proceed to his Settlement as Miniſter at Męg, 
and his Admiſſion there to be betwixt and the firſt of Sep- 
tember next; the Commiſſion impowered to cognoſee and fi- 
nally determine in any Reference or Appeal that ſhall re- 
gularly be brought before them relative thereto ; and this 
Sentence apppointed to be intimated from the Pulpits, both of 
Duthil] and of Nigg, on any Lord's Day before the firſt of 
Auguſt ; and the Moderator of the Presbytery of Tain for 
the Time being appointed to preach at Nigg, and intimate 
the ſame. 16:9. : 

A Committee named to confider an Appeal by Mr. Matthew 
Moncrief, late Miniſter at Hreſſa, 4.06 a Sentence of the 
Preſbytery of Zetland, depoſing him from the Office of the 
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A Repreſentation by the Presbytery of Aberbrothwick, con- 
cerning ſome Heretors of the Pariſh of St. Yigians, who re- 
fuſe to pay the Sum in which they were aſſeſſed, for re- 
pairing the Church of St. Vigians, becauſe of a Paction en- 
tered into betwixt them, and ſome of the Friends of the 
preſent Incumbent, before his Settlement, whereby they 
obliged themſelves to repair the Kirk, Manſe and Office- 
houſes of St. Vigians, in the Event of his being ſettled there, 
brought in; and the ſaid Presbytery adviſed to go on in 
the due Courſe of Law for recovering from the ſeveral He- 
retors their Proportions of the Sum neceſlary for repairing 
the ſaid Kirk. Bid. _ 
The Report of the Committee named Yeſterday, to conſider 
the Affair relating to the Settlement of the New Church in 
Paiſley brought in, bearing as their Opinion, that the Magi- 
ſtrates and Council, ſhall by an Act of Council, authoriſe 
two or more of their Number in their Names, to grant 
Bond, binding them, the ſaid Magiſtrates and Council, and 
their Succeſſors in Office, as repreſenting the Community 
of the Burgh, to pay to the Miniſter to be called and admit- 
ted, and to his Succeſſors in Office in all Time coming, 
an yearly Stipend of 1000 Merks Scots Money, with 15}. 
Sterling Money in lieu of Manſe and Glebe, at two Terms 
in the Year, Whitſunday and Martinmaſe, by equal Porti- 
ons, beginning the firſt Term's Payment at the firſt Term 
of Whitſunday or Martinmaſs after his being legally admit- 
ted a Miniſter of the ſaid Church: And alſo, to pay year- 
ly during a Vacancy, the Tax appointed by Law to be paid 
for Support of the Fund for Miniſters Widows, c. That 
an Extract of the faid Act of Council, with the principal 
Bond, be lodged with the Presbytery, to be by them put 
in the proper Regiſter, and Extracts thereof given to the 
Miniſter called, on his Admiſſion to the Church. That 
the ſaid Act of Council and Bond ſhall contain a Clauſe, 
providing that in caſe at any Time hereafter it ſhall be- 
come neceſſary and expedient, to diſcontinue or ſuppreſs the 
foreſaid Church or Churches within the faid Burgh, it ſhall 
not be in the Power of the Magiſtrates or Town Council 
to diſcontinue or ſuppreſs the ſame, otherwiſe than by the 
Authority of the Lords Commiſſioners for Plantation of 
Kirks, &c. and that after ſuch Suppreſſion of any one or 
more of ſuch Churches, the Act of Council and Bond a- 
bovernentioned, ſhall ceaſe and become void, and the Com- 
munity be no longer liablein conſequence thereof, further than 
for Payment of one Year's Tax to the Widows Fund, after 
the Suppreſſion.— That at the enſuing Moderation, the 
Magiſtrates and Town Council of the ſaid Burgh, the Mi- 
niſter of the Church _— planted, and the Elders of the 
| Kirk- 


LW: D: ® i 


Kirk-ſeſſion of the ſaid Church, not exceeding fifteen, to- 
gether with the Contributers for the Building of the Church, 
who are entitled to ele& in Terms of a Contract 'twixt them 
and the Town Council, ſhall be the only Voters and Elec- 
tors in the enſuing Moderation.—That in future Vacan- 
cies, when the Town do not exerce their Right. of Patro- 
nage, the Moderation ſhall be by ſuch of the ſaid Contri- 
buters as ſhall be in Life, and Bo red of the ſaid Burgh 
for the Time, the Magiſtrates and Town Council, the In- 
cumbents of the other Church or Churches for the Time, 
and by the Elders of the Seſſions of the whole Churches; 
but ſo as that the Number of Elders entitled to vote, ſhall 
not exceed fifteen. That the Magiſtrates and Town Coun- 
cil agreeing to the Settlement of a Miniſter in the ſaid Burgh, 
either in the enſuing Moderation, or upon a Moderation on 
any future Vacancy, ſhall no ways hurt or prejudge their 
Right of Patronage.---That upon the Magiſtrates and Coun- 
cil making the foreſaid Act, and upon the foreſaid Bonds, 
being granted in the Terms abovementioned, and their a- 
greeing to the ſaid Plan in the Moderation, it be recommen- 
ded to the Presbytery of Paiſley to proceed to the ſaid Mo- 
deration. The Members of the Presbytery preſent with the 
Committee having ſignified, that they have no Doubt but 
the Recommendation will be complied with: The ſaid Re- 
port and Opinion approven, with: the Addition, that the 
Bond therein mentioned be reviſed and approven of by the 
Procurator for the Church, and that of the whole of the 
Elders of the Kirk-ſeftions, only the fifteen Senior Elders 
| ſhall vote in the Election of a Miniſter ; and the Commiſli- 
on impowered to take in, cognoſce and finally determine 
in any Reference or Appeal that ſhall he regularly brought 
before them, relating to the Settlement of the ſaid Pariſh, 
May 3 1/t. Seſſ. 9th. 

The Report of the Committee for naming the Members of the 
Commiſſion, and drawing Inſtructions to e, brought 
in and approven. Bid. | 

Report of the Viſitors of the Regiſter of the Committee named 
by laſt Aſſembly, for managing the Royal Bounty, brought 
in, and the ſaid Book ordered to be. atteſted. 16d. 

The Draught of a Commiſſion, and Inſtructions to the Com- 
mittee for managing the Royal Bounty this Year, brought 
in and approven. 461d. | 

A Committee named to reviſe the Sync Book of Angus and 
Mearns. Ibid. | 

The former Recommendations for the Collection for the Har- 
bour of Eymouth renewed, and thoſe deficient appointed to 


remit the Money to Meſſrs. Couts and * Merchants 
fe tar in 
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in Buinkurgh, or to Mr. James Stewart Collector of d the 
Fund for Miniſters Widows, &c. Bit. 

The Libel given by the Presbytery of Dingwal, to Mr. Colin 
MacKenzie Miniſter at Fodderty, diſmiſſed, in reſpe&'it 
does not appear in the Precognition taken by the Presby- 
tery, that there was any Evidence of the Facts charged up- 
on him, the ſame containing nothing but Hearſays; and all 

the Minutes of Presbytery, relating to that Affair, ordered to 
be cancelled, and not entered in their Records; the ſaid 
Sentence appointed to be intimated from the Pulpit of the 
Church of Fodderfy. And it is recommended to the Preſ- 
bytery of Dingual, that in all Proceſſes before them, they 
ſtrictly adhere to the Rules laid down in the Form of Pro- 
ceſs. Bid. : 

The Report of the Truſtees for managing the Fund "Re pro- 
viſion to Miniſters Widows, Sc. containing a State of the 
Fund under their Management; and an Account of their 
Proceedings ſince laſt General Aſſembly reproduced, and 

ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate Regiſter kept for that 
Purpoſe. Bid. ; 

Act approving of the Accompt of James Edmonſtone, Agent 
for the Church, and Sub-clerk to the General Aſſembly, 
and appointing that he have Credit in his next Accompt for 
the Balance of 19 J. 5,5. 1 d. Sterling. | 

Order for Payment of an Accompt of Stationary Wares fur⸗ | 
niſhed for the Uſe of the Church, amounting: to 2 J. 18 0 
8 d. Sterling. 

The Report of the Committee named to confi the Affair 
of Mr. Matthew Moncrieff late Miniſter at Bræſay, brought 

in; and in reſpe& the Sentence of Depoſition was paſt by 

the Presbytery of Zetland againſt him, when neceſſarily 
abſent; and in reſpe& of the Anſwers made by him to 
the ſeveral Articles of Charge, the ſaid Sentence declared 
void and null, and he reſtored to the Office of the Miniſtry 
againſt the ſaid Sentence, as if the ſame had never been paſt; 
and Intimation hereof appointed to be made from the Pul- 
pits of Breſſay and Burray. June 2d, Seſſ. ult. 11 

A Letter from the ſaid Mr. Matthew Moncrieff containing a 
Demiſſion of his Charge in the Pariſhes of Breſſay and Bur- 
ray, given in and accepted of as his Demiſſion, and order- 
ed to be recorded in the Books of the Presbytery of Zel- 

land. bid. 

A Paper entitled, «Hiſtory of theCharitable Scheme for inſtruck⸗ 
ing poor Germans! in Penſylvania, publiſhed by Order of the 
Gentlemen appointed Truſtees for Management of the ſaid 
Charitable Scheme, and bearing on the Title Page its be- 
ing preſented by Order of the "Truſtees to this Aſſembly, 

Produced 
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produced and ordered to lye on the Table for the Peruſal of 
ſuch Members as pleaſe to inſpect the ſame. Did. 

Recommendation to Miniſters and others liable in Payment, 
to be punctual in Payment of the Arrears due to the Fund 
for a Proviſion to Miniſters Widows, Sc. ITbid. 

An Appeal of Daniel Duff in Torrerie, in Parith of Kirkbeay, 
from a Sentence of the Synod of Dumfries, affirming a 
Judgment of the Presbytery of Dumfries, appointing a Nar- 
rative of a Proceſs of Scandal raiſed againſt him before th. 
faid Presbytery, to be read from the Pulpit of K:r#bean, is 
referred to the Commiſſion. Tb:d, FOUR 

Reference to the Commiſſion to cognoſce, and finally deter- 
mine in an Appeal of John Marſhal Baillie in Auchtermuch- 
ty, from a Sentence of the Synod of Fife, appointing him 
to be rebuked before the Congregation, upon an alledgeq 
Prevarication, and a Narrative of the Proceſs to be read 
from the Pulpit of Auchtermuchty. bid. 

A Petition for the Pariſhioners-of Hauich and Cavers, eraving 
ſome Allowance to a Schoolmaſter to be employed in the 
remote Parts of their Pariſhes, recommended to the Socie- 
ty for propogating Chriſtian. Knowledge, that they may pleaſe 
grant ſome proper Allowance for employing a Schoolmaſ- 
ter in the Highland Parts of the faid pariſhes. Bid. 

Recommendation to thoſe deficient in making the Collec- 
tion appointed by laſt Aſſembly for the College of New Fer- 
ſep, ſtill to make it, and tranſmit the Money to Meflrs, 
William Hog and Son, and the ſeveral Presbyteries appoint- 
ed to call for the Miniſters in their Bounds to produce be- 
fore them Receipts for the above Collection, as alſo 
for the Collections appointed by former Aſſemblies for 
Eymouth and Penſylvania, and to report to the next Gene- 

ral Aſſembly ſuch as are deficient in making the ſaid Col- 
legions. Ihiu. 2 

The Synod Books of Fife, Angus and Mearns, Moray, Glen- 

elg, and Lothian, and T weedale, atteſted; ibid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion, to call the Viſitors of the Sy- 

nod Book of Roſs to account for their Abſence at this Diet, 
and upon their Report, if they ſee Cauſe, to order the Book 
to be atteſted. Ibid. | 

The Synod: Books of Argyle, Perth, and Sterling, Aberdeen, 
Sutherland and Caithneſs, Orkney, Merſe and Tevriotdale, 
Dumfries, Galloway, Glaſgow and Air, and Presbytery 
Book of Zetland, abſent, and ordered to be brought up to 
be reviſed. by the next Aſſembly. 14:9. 2 a 


. 


Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of Perth 
and Stirling, againſt an Elder in the Pariſh of Port, for 
not inſiſting in an Appeal taken by him from a Sentence 
of the ſaid Synod. id. 

Liſt 
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Liſt of Probationers in the Bounds of thirty-two: Presbyteries, 
amounting to ninety-two, produced, and ordered to be re- 
corded. Bid. 

The Minutes of this Sederunt were read, thoſe of former Se- 

derunts having been read at the Diets ſubſequent to each Se- 
derunt. Bid. | 

A Committee named to reviſe the Minutes of this Aſſembly's 

Proceedings, at this and all the other Diets thereof, and to 
pitch upon ſuch of the Acts: of this Aſſembly as are to be 
ſtanding Rules, or are of publick Uſe, in order to their be- 
ing printed. Bid. | 

The Moderator's Speech to the Aſſembly, and to his Majeſty's 
Commiſſioner. id. | 

The Lord Commiſſioner's Speech in Return thereto; and then 

the Aſſembly concluded. 76:4, * N 
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